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peoples of India to govern themselves. Even the most
ardent pro-Indians admit that this is not within the range of
practical politics, as they recognise that if it were attempted
the result would be chaos, which would lead to the inter-
vention of another European Power whose despotism would
be much harsher than anything which was possible under
British rule. If India is to be dominated by a Foreign
Power at all, there is no difference of opinion that Britain is
to be preferred to any other Power.

Even the extremists of Young Bengal only demand that
India should have the status of a self-governing colony, but
they cannot be aware of the grave peril involved in such a
false analogy. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are
virtually independent nations of one creed and colour,
attached to the Empire by ties which are hardly more
than sentimental and for external defence no less than for
internal administration; they have to make their own pro-
vision, although in the last resort they would fall back on
the British army and navy, especially the latter. As we have
seen, however, efforts are being made to render them as far
as possible independent even of these. What would be the
result if a similar degree of independence were enjoyed
by India ? " Occupied by scores of discordant races, and
exposed to the designs of rapacious neighbours, they would
be compelled to raise an enormous revenue for the main-
tenance of domestic tranquillity and for national defence*
The Imperial Government, losing its interest in the country,
would be unwilling to make adequate exertions for the
protection of India, and it might even become a question
whether in such altered circumstances it would be worth
while to do so; but so long as the guardianship of Britain
holds good, so long she must continue to perform her task
to the best of her moral and material resources."l

While the conditions of Japan and India differ in many
essential points, there are others in which, like other Eastern
countries, they agree, notably in their tendency to collectivist
1 H. G. Keene, Nineteenth Century, June 1908, p> 1030.
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